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PEEFACE. 



The completion of the first and second volume of the Musical Times offers an 
opportunity for a few words in explanation, why a title and index have not been previously 
published. The early design and career of the Musical Times was by far too modest to sup- 
pose that the distinction of tinding awaited it, and therefore a title was deemed unnecessary. 
The work was undertaken to supply music to those, who, having availed themselves of 
the advantages of Class instruction, had learnt the rudiments and practised the pieces 
contained in the various primers of their respective masters, and were ready for additional 
music. One of the admirable features of Class tuition has been the creation of a taste for 
music amongst the operatives, and others, who had been charged with being addicted to 
coarser amusements: they appear to have adopted with ardour the new recreation which 
music offered to them ; but the majority of such pupils had but slender funds to apply to the 
purchase of music, and it therefore became an absolute condition that any work which was 
intended for their use should be published at the minimum price. Three-halfpence was fixed 
as the price of the Musical Times ; and although it has often been urged upon the proprietor 
to raise the price, and make it more of a general musical newspaper, yet, bearing in mind the 
circumstances of those whom he would especially wish to be purchasers, it has been thought 
better to continue its present size and price. 

The Musical Times has been fortunate in being published by the proprietor of 
many important copyright works, which have already appeared in a more expensive form, as 
it has had permission to insert many of them in its pages, and has thus been able to offer a 
much better class of works than its price would have otherwise commanded. 

It should be remembered that only the music pages are stereotyped, and therefore 
those persons who wish to possess the temporary musical notices, news, and announcements of 
new publications, should order the Musical Times to be supplied to them monthly. 

Beginning with the humble sale of but a few hundreds, our work has gradually 
risen in favor to its actual sale of as many thousands ; and the present success and future 
prospects of the Musical Times are indeed such as to offer a gratifying reward to the 
promoter of the objects which are detailed above, and they are another proof that any under- 
taking which is begun in a good spirit, and carried on with diligence, is sure to meet with 
ample public support. 



69, Dean-street, Soho, and 

24, Poultry, in the City of London. 
May 1st, 1848. 
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